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Assyrian generals were on the watch and caught
the bearers of the traitorous dispatches. With
this clear evidence in hand Sharludari and Necko
were suddenly arrested, and only Pakruru escaped.
Three rebellious cities, Sais, Meudes, and Tanis, all
in the Delta, were taken, apparently without the
striking of a blow. The inhabitants were slain;
some were flayed alive and their skins were spread
on the city walls, while the bodies of others were
impaled upon stakes about the city. So returned
again in the literary days of Asshurbanapal the
hideous atrocities of the days of AsshurnazirpaL
It may well be asked, "What had the centuries of
progress done for the Assyrian people ? Ferocity
and thirst for blood were here found in as full
measure as ever. The leaders of the rebellion,
however, were much better treated. They were
carried in chains to Nineveh, where it is hardly
likely that they would be tortured to death. Two
are mentioned uo more, and one was handsomely
forgiven. Necho must have been a maut of force-
ful character, in whom Asshurbanapal recognised
a servant too valuable to be lost In spite of his
serious breach of faith he was laden with costly
and beautiful presents and returned to his rule at
Sais, while his son, Nabu-shezib-anni,J whose As-
syrian name bears witness to his father's devotion
to Assyria, was set to rule over the satrapy of
Athribis, also in the Delta north of Memphis.
These events began in 668; they were probably
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